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Cornerstone

Christian

Community Church

was started with

an intentionally

multicultural mandate.

Launched in June 1996

with a core group of

35 (2nd Gen English-

speaking) adults and

my own two children. Of the

original 35 members, 33 were

of Chinese descent and only two

were of European descent. Despite

this initial lack of diversity, the mandate remained (and still is)
"intentionally multicultural” with the aim to reach beyond our
ethnic and cultural comfort zone.

Cornerstone became an independent church in 1998; and in
this 30-year journey, it has shifted from a primarily mono-ethnic
start to a diverse, intercultural/multi-ethnic congregation of
approximately 1,250 attendees from 50 different countries
of origins. What began as a small, predominantly Chinese-
descent church plant has evolved into a diverse intercultural
and intergenerational congregation. Allow me to share how
my own personal faith journey serves as the foundational
"aspiration” behind Cornerstone's vision and mission.

| came to Canada as a foreign student when | was 15 years
old. In response to God's call to full-time ministry in a revival
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meeting the

night before

| turned 16,

| attended

Bible college

immediately after

high school with the

intent to become a

"bi-cultural bridge

pastor”" between

first and second-

generation Chinese

immigrants. My

preparation for pastoral ministry was extended by
another three years spent at Regent College in Vancouver.

In a lecture on evangelism by Dr. J.I. Packer we were given
an assignment to consider the theological basis of the
Homogeneous Unit Principle (HUP) - popularized by Donald
McGavran and the Church Growth Movement - and to assess
whether it aligns with the Gospel. HUP was a prevailing
evangelism and church-growth strategy focusing on reaching
people of similar backgrounds or social groups, asserting that
people become Christians faster when they do not have to
cross racial, linguistic, social or class boundaries. The weighty
critique of HUP as a pragmatic, sociological approach lacking a
robust theological basis catalyzed a crucial theological shift in
my understanding of missions, evangelism, and church ministry.

The Lord opened the door for me to further my postgrad
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studies in New Testament at the University of Aberdeen,
after four and a half years in pastoral ministry with the English
congregation at my home church.

During our time in Aberdeen, my wife and | attended a vibrant,
growing congregation composed of diverse nationalities
and ethnic groups worshiping together. Multicultural worship
is viewed not just as a preference, but as a primary identity
marker used by God to share the good news of the kingdom.
Participating in a diverse small group and involving in occasional
preaching solidified my growing conviction that an intercultural
congregation reflects the glory of God and His world restoring
mission. My research in NT Christology consolidated the
theological framework that the Gospel is intended to break
down walls of separation rather than reinforce cultural silos.
The 5-year Scottish adventure was pivotal and served as the
"final seal" in my heart, aligning my academic research with a
lived experience of the biblical vision where "every nation and
tribe and people and language" worships together and fulfills
in unity God's redemptive purposes.

Upon returning to Toronto in pastoral ministry at my home
church in 1993, | preached about evangelism and church
growth in the book of Acts; an opportunity to propose an
intentionally multicultural church plant was accepted by
the board, supported by the English leadership, affirmed by

congregation, and endorsed by the Executive Council of the
Association. While 90 people initially expressed interest, the
group narrowed to 35 committed adults and two children after
three months of vision-casting. In addition to regular Sunday
worship, this core group gathered twice a month for training
and strategic planning over a year before launching out in June
1996. This all happened before Markham became the most
diverse city in Canada, as reflected in the past three national
censuses.

In summary, the intentional multicultural vision of Cornerstone
is rooted in an "Incarnational Ministry Model." My own
theological shift was catalyzed by academic critique at
Regent College, my post-grad research and experiential proof
in Aberdeen, Scotland. Cornerstone serves as a case study
in biblical vision over sociological pragmatism. My personal
theological development has shaped the Cornerstone journey;
it traces a shift from a "homogeneous unit" ministry model to
an intercultural vision rooted in the biblical imagery of kingdom
worship found in John's vision (Rev. 5:9-10; 7:9-10) and Paul's
teaching (Gal. 3:28; Eph. 2:11-22; Col. 3:11).

In this post-modern, post-pandemic environment that is
constantly grappling with identity politics, cancel culture,
ethnic tension, loneliness, and social fragmentation as well as
inter-/intra-personal brokenness, it's not an exaggeration to say
that the Canadian mosaic is splintered in need of "the Gospel
of Shalom." For churches that seek to do effective ministry in
the many culturally diverse communities across Canada, God's
people are challenged to be "Shalom-makers" who break down
walls of separation, created to do good work, to be a sign-post
and working model of God's cosmic redemptive work, serving
as intercultural God-image bearers of a kihngdom-mosaic.
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News and Prayer Requests ;HE RS

B President Dr Bernard Wong's Visit to North America
President Dr Bernard Wong will be visiting North America in
early November for a series of theological education and ministry
engagements. On November 7, he will speak at the public lecture
"Love Can Be Theological" at North York Chinese Baptist Church
in Toronto. Please pray for God's protection and guidance over
President Wong and the team throughout their travels and
ministry. May God use this visit to encourage and bless churches
and brothers and sisters in Christ across North America.
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B Q4 Lay Theological Education (LTE) Courses and Public
Lecture
Please pray that God will use the public lecture "1997-2026:
Reflecting on Social Changes Through Hong Kong Movies"
to be held on October 11, and the LTE course "Looking
at Our Society through Movies" beginning October 31 at
Toronto Christian Community Church, to inspire participants
to reflect on their faith through cultural and societal lens.

B 2027 LTE Course Planning
Planning for the 2027 LTE courses is now underway. We
thank God for providing suitable instructors and pray for His
guidance in course development and scheduling. May these
courses help more overseas students explore theology from
different perspectives and apply their faith to everyday life.

B Global Chinese Church Research Underway

We thank God for His guidance in the initial preparation of
this research. Surveys are now being distributed to Chinese
churches in Canada, the US, the UK, and Australia. Please pray
for meaningful collaboration with our partner churches. May the
research reflect the contexts and challenges Chinese churches
are facing and help inform their future ministries.

If you wish to learn more about the Centre for Global Chinese
Church Research (CGCCR), please email cgccr@cgst.edu.

2026 Financial Needs 2026 BB E

To respond to the pastoral needs of Chinese churches
worldwide, CGST Toronto is fully committed to planning several
key initiatives. These include a research project addressing the
unique challenges faced by overseas Chinese churches, the
development of a networking and support platform for pastors,
the design of a Doctor of Ministry program tailored for overseas
Chinese church leaders, and the launch of a series of accessible
theological education courses. The projected budget for 2026
is CAD 600,000. We warmly invite brothers and sisters to lift this
financial need in prayer and to consider supporting the ministry
through your offerings, partnering together to bless Chinese
churches across the globe.
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To support us through donation, please use the QR code to give online. Tax receipts will be sent via email.
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