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CGST is celebrating her 50" anniversary this year. This milestone
invites us who care about the church's mission to ask how
our teaching, learning, and partnerships can better serve
today's congregations and communities across North America.

What Is "Reflective-Collaboration"?

Reflective-Collaboration centers on one main purpose: forming
contextual knowledge so that the biblical text speaks with
relevance to our present world. By "Reflective-Collaboration,”
we mean "learning and doing together": listening to Scripture
and our local contexts, discerning as congregations, and taking
small, practical steps from which learn. This approach seeks
relevance by turning knowledge into fresh insight and action,
and thoughtfully reflecting on what is known. Such work is
methodologically challenging, but it is necessary for the gospel
to speak to the contemporary world.

CGST Toronto seeks to embed this approach - practical,
reflective ministry — directly into the life of real congregations.
Our goal is to learn from the past, repent where needed, and
move faithfully into a future that is shaped by Scripture, prayer,
and engagement with our neighbourhoods. We measure
progress not by a single definitive answer but by an open,
collaborative process: listening, piloting, learning together. The
next question, then, is where this matters most for the churches
we serve.

Our Context: Diaspora Chinese Churches in Canada and
Beyond

Across Canada and the wider Chinese diaspora, churches
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face complex realities: finding ed identity, developing
contextual theologies, living a [tural reality within our
congregations, sustaining gospel refevance, and meeting
ministry needs across languages and generations. Within this
context, some features of the Canadian setting are especially
relevant.

Building on this, Chinese-heritage congregations share
common features with other immigrant churches. Influences
from the United States shaped many English congregations;
the Cantonese congregations, in part, have often reflected
Hong Kong church models, while the Mandarin congregations
carry house-church influences. At present, while the Cantonese
congregations remain the largest and most established
stream, the Mandarin congregations are growing, and the
English congregations are finding their own identity. Churches
that operate in three languages are becoming more diverse
and face coordination challenges — patterns that parallel
other immigrant churches. With this landscape in view, how
can we walk toward the future in faithful and practical ways?
This "learning-and-doing together" approach provides both
language and a pathway for practical responses, keeping the
gospel central.

The Church’s Role Toward the Coming Kingdom

Looking ahead with our partner churches, we seek a future
marked by the coming Kingdom of God - an extension of
Christ's first coming two thousand years ago and the in-
breaking work of the Holy Spirit in this world. The church is the
agent of this coming reality, bearing witness to it in anticipation
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of its full realization. Any attempt to move the church into the
future that departs from the coming Kingdom is futile. The
Kingdom of God is the compass that sets our direction and
measures our progress. Our calling is a pilgrimage towards
the coming Kingdom, from which we shall chart our plans,
ambitions, and endeavour.

We therefore move one faithful step at a time - small,
measurable, and transparent - so that hope is formed in real
congregational life. To support that kind of steady movement,
we need a collaborative way of working.

How CGST Toronto Will Walk with Churches

The methodology that CGST Hong Kong has been using,
Reflective-Collaboration, will be our core approach. A church
that embraces the coming Kingdom must possess a humble
spirit to apply its teachings and to experiment with them in
the local context. Such a church must answer three questions:
1) What is the coming Kingdom saying to the contemporary
world? 2) What is our church's calling under the coming
Kingdom? 3) What relevant methods will we use to answer

these questions? In answering, we neither ignore our past nor
abandon our tradition. Integration with history and calling
guides the work: we preserve what we have received; rather
than discarding the past, move into the future.

This joint project will involve CGST Toronto professors and
local church practitioners and theoreticians. For this journey,
we humbly invite churches to join us on a path aligned with
the coming Kingdom, in both direction and values. We
accompany churches in a cycle: listen, discern, try, reflect, and
repeat. Practically, this means guided listening, shared biblical
reflection, small pilots, and gracious evaluation - all oriented to
the coming Kingdom.

An Invitation

If your congregations or your network desire companionship
in this "learning-and-doing together” journey, we would be
honoured to connect. We welcome a conversation about what
a modest, time-bound pilot could look like in your setting. Let's
explore a first, small step toward the future God is calling us
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News and Prayer Requests ;HE RS

B LTE Courses Launching — Pray for Church Impact

CGST Toronto's Lay Theological Education (LTE) courses
began in October 2025. Please pray that these courses will
meaningfully support churches across various contexts.
May participants grow in theological understanding and
apply what they learn to real-life contexts. Pray that the
instructors will teach with clarity and cultural sensitivity, and
that God would use these offerings to build up believers and
strengthen local churches. May the LTE initiative help bridge
biblical truth with the daily challenges faced by overseas
Chinese congregations.

B Rev. Kin Yip Louie's Ministry Connections in Toronto

We give thanks that Rev. Louie has settled into his stay in
Toronto. Please pray for his ongoing ministry as he visits
churches across the city and beyond. Ask the Lord to
bless each conversation and connection, that genuine
partnerships may be formed. Pray that pastors and leaders
will be able to clearly express their ministry challenges,
and that Rev. Louie and CGST Toronto will gain a deeper
understanding of how we can meaningfully support their
pastoral work. May God grant Rev. Louie wisdom, energy,
and sensitivity as he listens, learns, and serves.
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® D.Min. Program Development

CGST Toronto is currently designing a Doctor of Ministry
(D.Min.) program for pastors serving Chinese churches in
Western countries. Please pray for the curriculum team as they
develop a program that is biblically grounded, contextually
relevant, and practically useful. May the Lord grant them
wisdom to understand the unique pastoral challenges of
diaspora communities. Pray that this initiative will raise up
leaders equipped to serve with theological depth, cultural
awareness, and renewed vision for gospel ministry.

® Alumni Retreat and Future Support Platforms

We thank God for the successful completion of CGST's first
Alumni Retreat on September 22, 2025. Please pray that
the retreat becomes a foundation for ongoing connections
among alumni serving in different parts of the country and
beyond. May God use this network to foster encouragement,
mutual learning, and collaborations. As CGST Toronto explores
future alumni initiatives, pray for discernment in building
platforms that can tangibly support pastors and leaders
in their spiritual lives, ministries, and personal well-being.

2026 Financial Needs 2026 BiE(E

To respond to the pastoral needs of Chinese churches
worldwide, CGST Toronto is fully committed to planning several
key initiatives. These include a research project addressing
the unique challenges faced by overseas Chinese churches,
the development of a networking and support platform for
pastors, the design of a Doctor of Ministry program tailored
for overseas Chinese church leaders, and the launch of a series
of accessible theological education courses (Lay Theological
Education). The projected budget for 2026 is CAD 600,000.
We warmly invite brothers and sisters to lift this financial need
in prayer and to consider supporting the ministry through your
offerings, partnering together to bless Chinese churches across
the globe.
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To support us through donation, please use the QR code below and include “Support CGST Toronto" in the
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